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(8-94) NATIONAL OCEANIC AND ATMOSPHERIC ADMINISTRATION
NOAA COMMISSIONED OFFICER BILLET DESCRIPTION
FROM: Dr. Paul Moersdorf
TO: DIRECTOR, COMMISSIONED PERSONNEL CENTER, CPC ROUTING CODE: W/OPS5
ADDRESS:
THRU (Liaison Officer): National Data Buoy Center
CAPT Sean R. White, NOAA Stennis Space Center, MS 39529-6000
BILLET TITLE: BILLET #: 4610
Special Projects Officer PHONE NUMBER:  (228) 688-2805
RANK REQUESTED: (0-2. 0-3, 0-4, etc.) O-2 (This block to be completed by liaison officer) ‘
GS-11 IS THIS A NEW BILLET: [Jves Ino
GSIGM EQUIVALENT: BILLET PRIORITY:  []A, B, [Jc. []R
IMMEDIATE SUPERVISOR: TITLE: PHONE NUMBER:
Ms. Kathleen C. O'Neil Chief, Operations Branch (228) 688-7720

EDUCATIONAL REQUIREMENTS:
BS degree - physical science, math, computer science, or engineering.

OTHER QUALIFICATIONS (INCLUDE PARTICULAR SECURITY CLEARANCES, SKILLS, ETC...)

Successful completion of at least one operational sea tour and qualification as officer of the deck on board a NOAA vessel.
Familiarity with NOAA vessel outsourcing requirements. Prior acquisition or contracting experience a plus.

1. GENERAL DESCRIPTION OF BILLET:

The National Data Buoy Center (NDBC) manages the Deep Ocean Assessment and Reporting of Tsunamis Program and the
Tropical Atmosphere Ocean (TAO) Program and the development, operations, and maintenance of the national data buoy
network. It provides high quality meteorological/environmental data in real time from automated observing systems that
include buoys and Coastal Marine Automated Network Program (C-MAN) stations in the open ocean and coastal zone
surrounding the United States. It provides engineering support and applications development, manages data buoy
deployment and operations, and develops, installs, and operates automated observing systems. It manages the Volunteer
Observing Ship (VOS) program to acquire additional meteorological and oceanographic observations supporting NWS
mission requirements. It operates the NWS test center for all surface sensor systems. It maintains the capability to support
operational and research programs of NOAA and other national and international organizations.

The incumbent serves within the NDBC Operations Branch. Primary duties center around efficiently aligning NDBC
operational requirements with operational deployment and support platforms, including government and private contract
vessels. This includes the acquisition of ship time and the inspection and certification of contract vessel operators. The
officer will also likely participate in the planning, development, and implementation of new products, services, tools, and
techniques. The officer will be called upon to manage one-time and recurring projects and participate in marine outreach
activities

2. DUTIES AND RESPONSIBILITIES:

a. Is this a supervisory billet? |:| YES NO

b. If so, state number and grade of personnel supervised. Number: n/a Grade(s): n/a

1. Manage NOAA, government and non-government owned platform acquisition efforts in support of NDBC operations.
2. Provide direct liaison between NDBC and NOAA Marine and Aviation Operations.

3. Coordinate vessel requests between NDBC and other federal agencies.

4. Inspect and certify contract vessel operators in regard to their ability to support NDBC operations.

5. Assist NDBC staff with with product and technique development.

6. Individual project management and participation on NDBC project teams.

7. Participate in NDBC outreach efforts.

Administration: 50% Management: 10% Technical: 25% Operational: 15%
8. Sea duty required.
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3. CAREER DEVELOPMENT OPPORTUNITIES:

Personnel: This billet does not provide any direct supervisory responsibilities, but does offer the opportunity for extensive
project management experience.

Budget: Involvement in budget programming and planning, as well as contract management.

Training: The officer will be provided on-the-job training in the specifics of NDBC operations supporting NWS, OAR and NOS.
Additionally, extensive training opportunities are available on the Stennis Space Center Campus including several university
programs.

Inter/Intra-agency Interaction: The incumbent serves within the operations branch alongside several USCG enlisted and
commissioned personnel. Much of the daily duties revolve around inter-agency and inter-service coordination.

Professional Development: This assignment offers opportunity for research and product development to suit the needs of
users in the maritime community. Additionally, it provides experience with project management, contracting, vessel allocation,
and technical implementation as well as extensive exposure to the National Weather Service while still maintaining close ties
to NMAO.

Operations: Provides an opportunity for at-sea experience supporting several high visibility NOAA Programs.

4. ADDITIONAL COMMENTS:

SIGNATURE OF SUPERVISOR: DATE:
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	Liaison Officer: CAPT Sean R. White, NOAA
	From Name: Dr. Paul Moersdorf
	Routing Code: W/OPS5
	Address:    National Data Buoy Center   
   Stennis Space Center, MS 39529-6000
	Telephone Number: 2286882805
	Telephone Extension: 
	Billet Title: Special Projects Officer
	Billet Number: 4610
	Rank Requested: O-2
	GS_GM Equivalent: GS-11
	New Billet_Yes: 
	Immediate Supervisor: Ms. Kathleen C. O'Neil
	Title: Chief,  Operations Branch
	Supervisor_Telephone Number: 2286887720
	Supervisor Telephone Extension: 
	Educational Requirements: BS degree - physical science, math, computer science, or engineering.
	Other Qualifications: Successful completion of at least one operational sea tour and qualification as officer of the deck on board a NOAA vessel.  Familiarity with NOAA vessel outsourcing requirements.  Prior acquisition or contracting experience a plus.
	Billet Description: The National Data Buoy Center (NDBC) manages the Deep Ocean Assessment and Reporting of Tsunamis Program and the Tropical Atmosphere Ocean (TAO) Program and the development, operations, and maintenance of the national data buoy network.  It provides high quality meteorological/environmental data in real time from automated observing systems that include buoys and Coastal Marine Automated Network Program (C-MAN) stations in the open ocean and coastal zone surrounding the United States. It provides engineering support and applications development, manages data buoy deployment and operations, and develops, installs, and operates automated observing systems. It manages the Volunteer Observing Ship (VOS) program to acquire additional meteorological and oceanographic observations supporting NWS mission requirements. It operates the NWS test center for all surface sensor systems. It maintains the capability to support operational and research programs of NOAA and other national and international organizations.
The incumbent serves within the NDBC Operations Branch.  Primary duties center around efficiently aligning NDBC operational requirements with operational deployment and support platforms, including government and private contract vessels.  This includes the acquisition of ship time and the inspection and certification of contract vessel operators.  The officer will also likely participate in the planning, development, and implementation of new products, services, tools, and techniques.  The officer will be called upon to manage one-time and recurring projects and participate in marine outreach activities
	Supervisory Billet_Yes: 
	Supervisory Billet_No: X
	If Supervisory Billet_Number: n/a
	If Supervisory Billet_Grade: n/a
	Duties and Responsibilities: 1. Manage NOAA, government and non-government owned platform acquisition efforts in support of NDBC operations. 
2. Provide direct liaison between NDBC and NOAA Marine and Aviation Operations.
3. Coordinate vessel requests between NDBC and other federal agencies.
4. Inspect and certify contract vessel operators in regard to their ability to support NDBC operations.
5. Assist NDBC staff with with product and technique development.
6. Individual project management and participation on NDBC project teams.
7. Participate in NDBC outreach efforts.
Administration: 50%  Management: 10%  Technical: 25%  Operational: 15%
8. Sea duty required.  
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	Career Development Opportunities: Personnel: This billet does not provide any direct supervisory responsibilities, but does offer the opportunity for extensive project management experience. 

Budget:  Involvement in budget programming and planning, as well as contract management.  

Training:  The officer will be provided on-the-job training in the specifics of NDBC operations supporting NWS, OAR and NOS.  Additionally, extensive training opportunities are available on the Stennis Space Center Campus including several university programs.

Inter/Intra-agency Interaction:  The incumbent serves within the operations branch alongside several USCG enlisted and commissioned personnel.  Much of the daily duties revolve around inter-agency and inter-service coordination.

Professional Development:  This assignment offers opportunity for research and product development to suit the needs of  users in the maritime community.  Additionally, it provides experience with project management, contracting, vessel allocation,  and technical implementation as well as extensive exposure to the National Weather Service while still maintaining close ties to NMAO.

Operations:  Provides an opportunity for at-sea experience supporting several high visibility NOAA Programs.
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